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Introduction 
 

Leader:  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy  
     Spirit.  

 
All:       Amen. 
 
Leader:  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us always. 

 
All  Amen. 

 
 

Penitential Rite 
 

Leader: As we begin our time of prayer let us pause and place ourselves 
in the presence of God and ask his forgiveness for our sins. 

 
Leader: Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit:  

Lord have mercy. 
 
All:  Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner: Christ 

have mercy. 
 
All:  Christ have mercy. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, you bring light to those in darkness:  

Lord have mercy. 
 
All:  Lord have mercy. 
 
Leader: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and 

bring us to everlasting life. 
 
All:  Amen. 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 
 

God over everlasting mercy, 
who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
that all may grasp and rightly understand 
in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 
by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. 

 
All:  Amen 
 

First Reading 
 

Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 They devoted themselves 
to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, 
to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, 
and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
they would sell their property and possessions 
and divide them among all according to each one’s need. 
Every day they devoted themselves 
to meeting together in the temple area 
and to breaking bread in their homes. 
They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, 
praising God and enjoying favor with all the people. 
And every day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm* 
 
Reader:   Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
All:  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting.. 
 
Reader:   Let the house of Israel say, 

“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
 

All: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
Reader: I was hard pressed and was falling, 

but the LORD helped me. 
My strength and my courage is the LORD, 
and he has been my savior. 
The joyful shout of victory 
in the tents of the just. 

 
All: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
Reader: The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made; 
let us be glad and rejoice in it. 

 

All:   Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting.. 
 

 
*The Psalm for this Sunday has also been recorded and a link can be 
found on our Facebook pages with the weekly reflection.* 
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Second Reading 
 
Reader: A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you who by the power of God are 
safeguarded through faith, 
to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time. 
In this you rejoice, although now for a little while 
you may have to suffer through various trials, 
so that the genuineness of your faith, 
more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested 
by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Although you have not seen him you love him; 
even though you do not see him now yet believe in him, 
you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Verse 
 

Leader: Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
All:  Alleluia, Alleluia 
 
Leader:       You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, 

says the Lord; 
blessed are they who have not seen me, but still believe! 
 

All:  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 

  



 6 

Gospel 
 

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according John. 
 
All:  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

On the evening of that first day of the week, 
   when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 

 for fear of the Jews, 
 Jesus came and stood in their midst 
 and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
 The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 

    As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

   Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
 and whose sins you retain are retained.” 

 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
 was not with them when Jesus came. 
 So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 

   and put my finger into the nailmarks 
   and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 

Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
   and Thomas was with them. 

 Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 
   and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands,  and bring your hand and put it into my side, 
and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have 
seen me? 

   Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 
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Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples that are not written in this book. 

   But these are written that you may come to believe 
   that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
   and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 
 
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
 
All:  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ 
 

 

Reflection 
 

See video posted on the parish Facebook pages. 
 

Prayer Guide continued on page 8 
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The Nicene Creed 
 

All: I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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General Intercessions 
 

Leader: Christ, our Savior, has conquered death and intercedes for us at 
the right hand of the Father. Let us bring our needs, and those 
of our world, before the risen Lord. 

 
Leader: For God’s holy church, may it be a beacon of Jesus’ merciful 

love and a place of welcome for all. We pray to the Lord. 
 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: For nations of the world, may leaders join together to provide 

and care for those suffering from the Corona virus.  We pray to 
the Lord. 

 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
  
Leader: For all those affected by the Corona virus, including medical 

personnel and family members of the sick and dying; may the 
Lord grant them the reassurance of His presence. We pray to 
the Lord.”  

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: For all the faithful departed, including the deceased loved ones, 

especially _________. We also remember Fr. Perry  as well as 
those who have died from the Corona virus. We pray to the 
Lord. 

 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader: Gathering all of our prayers and praises into one, let us offer 

the prayer the Christ Himself has taught us. 
 
All: Our Father… 
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Spiritual Communion 
 

Leader: Although we cannot receive Christ sacramentally in the 
Eucharist today, we can still unite ourselves to Him spiritually.  
Let us ask Him to come down and dwell within our souls by 
means of a Spiritual Communion 

 

All: My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You 
were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen.  

 
Leader: Let us pause for a moment in silence and treasure God’s 

presence.  Let us give thanks to God for all of the blessings that 
He has given to us in our lives. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 
 
  Lord, we beg you to visit this house 

and banish from it  
all the deadly power of the enemy. 
May your holy angels dwell here to keep us in peace, 
and may your blessing be upon us always. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 

All:  Amen. 
 

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

 

All: Amen. 
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What is Divine Mercy Sunday? 
 
In a series of revelations to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in the 1930s, our 
Lord called for a special feast day to be celebrated on the Sunday after 
Easter.  Today, we know that feast as Divine Mercy Sunday, named by 
Blessed John Paul II at the canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000.  
 

The Lord expressed His will with regard to this feast in His very first 
revelation to St. Faustina. The most comprehensive revelation can be 
found in her Diary entry 699: 
 

“My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I 
desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter for all souls, 
and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My 
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those 
souls who approach the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to 
Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete 
forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that day are opened all the 
divine floodgates through which graces flow. Let no soul fear to draw 
near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great 
that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it 
throughout all eternity. Everything that exists has come from the 
very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me 
will contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast 
of Mercy emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire 
that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 
Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My mercy.” 

 
In all, St. Faustina recorded 14 revelations from Jesus concerning His 
desire for this feast.  
 
Nevertheless, Divine Mercy Sunday is NOT a feast based solely on St. 
Faustina's revelations. Indeed, it is not primarily about St. Faustina — nor 
is it altogether a new feast. The Second Sunday of Easter was already a 
solemnity as the Octave Day of Easter. The title "Divine Mercy Sunday" 
does, however, highlight the meaning of the day. 
 
Source: https://www.thedivinemercy.org/dms.php 


